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Germany would enter the League of Nations at the extraordinary
Assembly called for March 8, 1926, and be accorded a permanent
seat in the Council. There was also the question of a further
enlargement of the Council. From the outset, however, Germany
objected to any enlargement at this meeting of the Council in
addition to her own membership; she had the support of Sweden.
France, England, Italy and Belgium proposed as a compromise
that the German suggestion of constituting a commission to study
the question of enlargement be accepted, with a rider that mean-
while Poland, the only Locarnist Power not represented in the
Council, be given a non-permanent seat. Germany refused
this proposal, and it was clear that her objection was to Poland
qua Poland. Another attempt at a compromise, entailing the
resignation of Sweden and Czechoslovakia from the Council
and the election of Poland and Holland, came to nothing, because
Brazil announced she would vote against assigning a permanent
seat to Germany unless she was accorded one at the same time.
This broke up the Assembly, the questions involved being deferred
to the ordinary Assembly in September, the Council taking in
hand in the meantime, through a commission, the problem
of its own composition. To allay fears that the League of Nations
had been weakened by what had taken place, the Locarnist Powers
—Belgium, Czechoslovakia, England, France, Germany, Italy
and Poland—issued on March 16 a statement that there had been
no attack on the work of peace realized at Locarno, which main-
tained its full value and force. Skrzynski gave an account of all
that had occurred at Geneva to the Seym's Foreign Commission
on March 23, and it was accepted by 19 votes to 5. All parties
agreed that Poland must persist in her demand for a permanent
seat in the Council.
Towards the end of March the Government had again to
consider the financial situation. On March 26 Zdziechowski
informed the Budget Commission of the Seym that there was a
deficit of not less than 300 million zlotys, and that steps must
be taken to achieve the necessary equilibrium—not by increasing
taxation, which would weaken the taxpayers who were over-taxed
already, but by rigorous economies. The Socialists supporting
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